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          June18, 2020 

 

Dear Zion Family, 

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding while Zion’s in-person worship has been 

suspended during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Council understands that many of you may be 

anxious to get back to in-person worship.   In addition to our monthly council meetings, we have 

had several special sessions planning how to do this safely and how to reopen in the midst of 

guidelines from the CDC and the Pennsylvania Department of Health.  On Friday, June 12th York 

County moved to the Green Phase.  The Green Phase is not an all clear, instead it is a 

progressive re-opening with mask wearing and social distancing protocols.  Historically 

pandemics have lasted 18-36 months and unfold in waves.  That means we are in the beginning 

stage of this current pandemic.   

 

Considering the risks and current guidelines, council agreed to resume in-person worship on 

Sunday, June 28, 2020.  The worship service we have planned will look and feel a little different 

than what we are used to experiencing.  This is for your safety.  Here is what you can expect 

when we return to worship: 

 

 Same time, 9:00 am. 

 Consider a virtual service if you are not ready for an in-person experience.  

 If you are sick in any way, tested positive for COVID-19, or have been in contact with 

someone who has COVID-19 in the past two weeks, please stay home.   

 When you arrive an usher will greet you outside the church at one of two locations – 

Hanover Street and Water Street handicapped door.  Please enter and exit only through 

these doors. 



 The usher will make sure you are wearing a mask for worship.  If you need a mask, the 

usher will provide one for you.  

o If you are unable to wear a mask due to medical reasons, please sit in the section 

closest to choir loft. 

o Children under age two are not required to wear a mask. 

 When you enter, please pick up a bulletin on the table just inside each entry/exit door. 

 The offering plate will be on the same table as the bulletins – there will be no regular 

offering during the service. 

 Please sit with your family unit in an open pew.   

o Every other pew is closed to enable social distancing. 

 Practice social distancing when in the building.   

o Family units sit at least 6 feet apart from other family units. 

 Pastor will offer a Children’s Sermon to the little ones while they remain nestled with 

their families in their pew. 

 Hymnals have been removed – your bulletin will contain the entire worship service. 

 Hand sanitizer is at each pew and throughout the church. 

 Singing, communion, sharing of the peace, nursery, Sunday School and social time will 

have to wait until sometime in the future. 

 While singing is on hold for now, we will have musical offerings. 

 When our shorter worship service is over, promptly exit the church through the same 

door you entered, keeping 6 feet apart, and socialize outside. 

 Other than the sanctuary and rest rooms, please refrain from roaming in any other 

interior church space. 

 

Whenever you feel comfortable, we hope to see you at church to worship again.  If you are not 

ready, that’s ok.  The council will continue to monitor our efforts to offer in-person worship and 

will re-evaluate our plans to reconvene based upon: 

1. Following above guidelines 

2. Attendance patterns 

3. Rates of infection among members 

 

We welcome your feedback and questions.  Please contact any council member to discuss your 

concerns. 

 

Peace be with you, 

Zion Council 

 


