Zion Lutheran Church
Glen Rock, PA

Fourth Sunday of Advent
LBW Holy Communion Setting One
Sunday, December 22, 2024

*We stand as we are able.

Introduction to the day

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that
Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is
the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy
communion—uwith high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:
“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” (LBW 34, verse 4)

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (LBW p. 56)
In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen

*ENTRANCE HYMN: “The Advent of Our God” LBW (green) 22

*APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 57)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (LBW p. 57)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “People Look East” WOV (blue) 626, verse 4

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 62)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hindrance of our sins and
make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy
and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
Amen

ANTHEM: “Sing of Mary, Pure and Lovely”
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FIRST LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
® Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
* And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
°2and he shall be the one of peace.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55
480 «My soul magnifies the Lord,
“"and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“% for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed:;
*9 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
“O'His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
°' He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
°?He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
**he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
**He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,



*according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 10:5-10
° Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
®in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
"Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
® When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered
according to the law), ° then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. *” And it is by God’s will that
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (LBW p. 62)
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter.
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“In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, ““where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
“I'When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb.
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And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit “ and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. ** And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? * For as
soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
> And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord.” The Gospel of the Lord.
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SERMON (LBW p. 83)
*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” LBW (green) 234

*APOSTLES CREED (LBW p. 64)
With the whole church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (LBW p. 65)
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships
with those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical
message of your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a
renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful
stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and
fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and
municipalities a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more
daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the
lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council
and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the
community. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In
gratitude for those who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness throughout
history. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



*PEACE (LBW p. 66)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: (LBW p. 66)
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 67)
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE (LBW p. 68)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE (LBW p. 68)
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you
will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world
in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 70)
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
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Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 71)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*COMMUNION HYMN (LBW p. 72)
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COMMUNION (LBW p. 72)
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”
LBW (green) 200

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND CANTICLE (LBW p. 72)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (LBW p.74)

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
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strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*BLESSING (LBW p. 74)
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace.
Amen

*SENDING HYMN: “Fling Wide the Door” LBW (green) 32

*DISMISSAL (LBW p. 74)

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Today’s communion elements are presented to the Glory of God, by Bev
Reindollar.

Today’s altar flower arrangement is presented in honor of Nicolas Prego’s
birthday, by Shirley Seitz.

SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 12/24/2024
Isa 9:2-7, Ps 96, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14[15-20]

PRAYER REQUESTS
Glenn and Linda Engler, Marian Williams, Jan Cowart, Tim Myers,
Bonni Whitman, Marion Stephenson, Jon Stiffler, Nolan Williams,
Earl “Stan” Thoman, Shirley Seitz, Sandy Fair, Diane Moul, LeMos Stallard

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Zion! We are glad you are here today. After worship, you are invited
to a time of fellowship with coffee and shacks in the social hall directly beside
the sanctuary.

Communion is offered every Sunday. Wine and apple juice are both available.
All are welcome.
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Services are recorded and streamed live each week on Zion Lutheran
Church’s Facebook page. It is possible during the recording that people
attending the service will be filmed. If you have any concerns about being
filmed, please contact the office at 717-235-3276.

Rev. Paul Haack will be leading worship throughout the Advent season.

Offering envelopes for 2025 are now available at the back of the sanctuary.
If you don’t currently have offering envelopes, but would like some for 2025,
please contact Brenda in the office at 717-235-3276 or office@zionglenrock.org.

There will be a Christmas Eve service at Zion on Tuesday, 12/24 at 7pm.
At 10:45pm on Christmas Eve, there will be a free indoor Glen Rock Carolers
concert at Zion.

The limited edition prints of the Glen Rock Carolers singing in front of Zion
will be available until the end of 2024. Two sizes of unframed prints are
available — 117x14” for $40 and 16”x 20” for $50. Prints can be purchased
immediately after worship by seeing Brenda Davis. Prints can also be purchased
in the church office Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, typically from
10:30am-2pm.

CHRISTMAS... a time for giving and sharing! The Christian Education
Committee will, once again, be collecting Gifts of Warmth this year (hats,
scarves, mittens, etc) to adorn the Christmas tree which is set up in the Upstairs
Fellowship Hall. The tree will be available for your donations through January
3, 2025. Donations for children, teens, women, and men are greatly appreciated!
All donations will be delivered to nonprofit organizations in the York area at the
end of the collection period. Questions may be directed to any member of the
committee: Jeff Hoffman, Pam Hoffman, Evelyn Roser, Pam Spangler, Bev
Reindollar (Chair). As we prepare for the birth of our Savior, let us remember
the true spirit of the season and share God’s bountiful blessings.

The Loose Change offering plate is available every Sunday. At the end of the
month, the total collected for that month will be sent to the chosen organization.
Our loose change collection for December will benefit the New Freedom
Senior Center. Their primary mission is to establish and maintain a senior center
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by providing programs to facilitate the social, emotional, cultural, economic and
physical well-being of senior citizens regardless of race, religion or nationality.

Announcements for the weekly bulletin are due to the office by early
Tuesday morning so bulletin work can be completed by the end of the day
on Tuesday. This schedule allows time for the bulletin to be sent to the presiding
pastor for the upcoming week and allows the website committee time to post the
bulletin on Zion’s website. Announcements can be emailed to Brenda at
office@zionglenrock.org.

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Tom Bailey, Jeff Brown, Edgar Davis, Chad Fisher, Rick Freda, Pam Hoffman,
Donna Price, and Jen Webb

PERSONNEL here at ZION
Darryl Engler, Organist
Brenda Davis, Administrative Assistant
Kelley Fisher, Treasurer
Allison Fisher, Custodian
Chad Fisher, Sexton
Chad Fisher, Council President................ ckoash6é@gmail.com or 717-891-5327
Rick Freda, Council Vice President.......rickfreda@yahoo.com or 302-864-5700

Zion Lutheran Church
47 Hanover Street, Glen Rock, PA 17327
Office Phone: 717-235-3276
Website: www.zionglenrock.org
Email: office@zionglenrock.org
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SUNDAY SERVANTS

Assisting Ministers:

Dec 22: Donna Price

Dec 24: George Brown
Dec 29: Lessons & Carols
Jan 5: Joy Keller-Brown
Jan 12: Pam Hoffman

Jan 19: Butch Hengst

Jan 26: Diane Bortner

Lectors:

Dec 22: George Brown
Dec 24: Donna Price

Dec 29: Lessons & Carols
Jan 5: Jake Gilroy

Jan 12: Linda Beegle

Jan 19: Jen Webb

Jan 26: Kelley Fisher

Council Offering Duty:

December — Pam Hoffman and Jeff Brown
January — Rick Freda and Chad Fisher

Altar Care:

December — Diane Bortner
January — Donna Price
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