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Fourth Sunday of Advent
ELW Service of the Word
Sunday, December 20, 2020
*We stand as we are able.
Introduction to the day
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The
angel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is
perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but
she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king
only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary
today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
*APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen, amen.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we
may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST LESSON: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest
from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See
now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a
tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for
the LORD is with you.”
4
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says
the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you
that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55
46b
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From
this day all generations will call me blessed: 49you, the Almighty, have done
great things for me and holy is your name. 50You have mercy on those who fear
you, from generation to generation. 51You have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit, 52casting down the mighty from their
thrones and lifting up the lowly. 53You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty. 54You have come to the aid of your servant
Israel, to remember the promise of mercy, 55the promise made to our forbears,
to Abraham and his children forever.

Second Lesson: Romans 16:25-27
25
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON AND CHILDREN’S TIME
OFFERTORY INTERLUDE

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen
*APOSTLES CREED
With the whole church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for
our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their
people. Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service
to our community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you.
Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that
surround us. Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the
leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all
people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can
flourish. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich
away empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition.
Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries.
Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone
in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence
(especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We
give thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors
who organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served
you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time.
Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

*BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen
POSTLUDE
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Today’s altar flower arrangement is presented to the Glory of God, by Clay and
Linda Beegle.
SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 12/27/20
Isa 61:10 – 62:3, Ps 148, Gal 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40
PRAYER REQUESTS
Roman Davis, Brian Dell, Kathy Gardner, Van Gardner, Irene Grogan, Nancy
Heltzel, Andy Hill, Linda Kowalewski, Don Miller, Jim Ream, Susan
Scheungrab, Steve Scott, Dave & Shirley Seitz, Susette Stallard, Earl Williams
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Items for the Tree of Warmth can be dropped off at the church office door.
Please place items in a plastic bag and hang on the inside door knob of the
church office door.
Upcoming Zoom Worship Services:
Thursday December 24th
7:00 pm
Sunday
December 27th
9:00 am
Sunday
January 3rd
9:00 am
You will receive a Zoom invite by email and will be able to join virtual worship
15 minutes in advance of the start time. If you have questions about joining a
zoom service, please contact Joy Keller-Brown at 717-235-7044.
Members without internet connection have been called with the phone number
they can dial to listen to the service.
Communion will be offered during the Christmas Eve service. Be prepared
to have your own bread and wine/juice at hand. Pastor Paul will bless the
elements during the service.

Please continue to support Zion’s mission. Your financial contribution can
be made by:
1. Mailing a check to Zion Lutheran Church, 47 Hanover Street, Glen
Rock, PA 17327. (Make sure to write your envelope number on the
check)
2. Online Giving at www.zionglenrock.org.
Upcoming Lectors:
Dec. 20 – Carrie Miller
Dec. 24 – George Brown
Dec. 27 – Susie Hengst
Jan. 3 – Linda Beegle
If you desire pastoral care or conversation, please contact Pastor Katie
Brantner at 717-420-0779.
PERSONNEL here at ZION
Pastor Paul Haack, Stated Sunday Supply Pastor
Pastor Katie Brantner, Interim Pastoral Care Coordinator..............717-420-0779
Darryl Engler, Organist
Brenda Davis, Administrative Assistant
Natalie Walker, Custodian
Chad Fisher, Sexton……………………………….........................717-235-3641
Joy Keller-Brown, Council President..............................................717-235-7044
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Joy Keller-Brown, Donna Price, Bill Ream, Tom Bailey, Susan Hengst, George
Brown, Carrie Miller, Edgar Davis and Gevene Harden
OFFICE HOURS
The office is currently closed to in person visits. Brenda can be reached on
her cell phone at 717-793-7236.
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