Zion Lutheran Church, Glen Rock, PA
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
WOV: Bread of Life
Sunday, September 27, 2020
Introduction to the day
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in
the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the
Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look
to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own.
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake
of our needy world.
PRELUDE
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WOV p. 10)
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 30)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us; and guide us in the
way of salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
1
The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and
the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine;
the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins that shall die.
25
Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel:
Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and
right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from
all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall
not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house
of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
30
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your
ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions;
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 25:1-8
1
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3
Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
4
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day
long.
5
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
6
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD.
7
Gracious and upright is the LORD;
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8
He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly.
SECOND LESSON: Philippians 2:1-13
1
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete:
be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard
others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

9

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
23
When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will
also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by
what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if
we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
28
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later
he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the
same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you,
the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead
of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON & CHILDREN’S TIME
SPECIAL MUSIC: “Shall We Gather at the River” George Brown –soloist

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves
to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that
you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
*APOSTLES CREED (WOV p. 32)
With the whole church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (WOV p. 32)
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.
A brief silence.
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind
of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with
humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and
keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and
damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and
new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our
minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body,
mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or
neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of
others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in
our community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax
collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By
their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your
mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 39)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*BLESSING (WOV p. 41)
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen
POSTLUDE
DISMISSAL (WOV p. 41)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Today’s altar flower arrangement is presented in memory of Marjorie & Melvin
Walters, by Sandy Fair.
SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 10/04/20
Isa 5:1-7, Psalm 80:7-15, Phil 3:4b-14, Matt 21:33-46
PRAYER REQUESTS
Pam Bennie, Mary Bailey, Frank Bowles, Christopher, Loni Clark, Brian Dell,
Linda Eichelberger, Betty Gaither, Shannon Hildebrand, Don Miller,
Jim Ream, Susette Stallard, Dave Swartz, Bonni Whitman, Earl Williams

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today is Loose Change Sunday. Our loose change for September will benefit
the Southern York County Community Services. SCS supports the YMCA by
providing social and support services to county residents in need. They educate
and assist clients to move from poverty to sustainability. Many additional
residents are in need of help related to the Covid pandemic.
Gene McCullough, a long-time resident of Glen Rock, will be turning 90
years old on October 1st. In light of the Covid restrictions, the family would
like to have a card shower to mark this special occasion. If you would like to
send a card to Gene, his address is 4053 Manchester St., Glen Rock, PA 17327.
Thank you!
Remote worship options are available.
Recorded services and other virtual fellowship opportunities are
available on Zion’s Remote Worship web page at
https://zionglenrock.org/worship/remote-worship.
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, York broadcasts their 11:00am Sunday
service on FM 98.9 radio station.
If you desire pastoral care or conversation, please contact Pastor Katie
Brantner at 717-420-0779.
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