Zion Lutheran Church
Glen Rock, PA
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
WOV Setting Five — Bread of Life
Sunday, September 6, 2026

*We stand as we are able.

Introduction to the day

Contflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The
prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul
reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ,
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: “Festive Trumpet Tune” — Jim Hoffman, trumpet

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WOV p.10)
In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive
to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into
the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your
holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN: “Give to Our God Immortal Praise! LBW (green) 520
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*APOSTOLIC GREETING (WOV p.28)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE (WOV p.28)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p.30)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, you know our problems and our weaknesses better
than we ourselves. In your love and by your power help us in our confusion and,
in spite of our weakness, make us firm in faith; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen

ANTHEM: “Bist Du Bei Mir” (If Thou Art with Me) — Jim Hoffman, trumpet
Children’s church dismissal: All children are invited to the Nursery at this time.

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 33:7-11

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. “If I say to
the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn
the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their
blood I will require at your hand. ” But if you warn the wicked to turn from their
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity,
but you will have saved your life.



'""Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” '' Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 (spoken responsively)

** Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

** Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

> Make me go in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

‘*Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

*"Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless;
give me life in your ways.

**Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which you make to those who fear you.

*Turn away the reproach which I dread,
because your judgments are good.

“"Behold, I long for your commandments;
in your righteousness preserve my life.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 13:8-14
“ Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. * The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” '’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of
the law.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became

believers; ' the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works
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of darkness and put on the armor of light; '’ let us walk decently as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p.31)
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] '* “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have
regained that one. '°But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
gentile and a tax collector. '* Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
' Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. *’ For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Christians, While on Earth Abiding” LBW 440

*APOSTLES’ CREED (WOV p.32)
With the whole church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (WOV p.34)
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.

A briefsilence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all.
Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal
communities crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from
selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all
who labor. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We
pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness
and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even
through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the

nearness of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone before us. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

*PEACE (WOV p. 34)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
*QFFERTORY RESPONSE (WOV p.35)
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (WOV p.35)
Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p.36)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE (WOV p.36)
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THANKSGIVING (WOV p.37)
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened
his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we
may know the unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p.39)
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*COMMUNION HYMN (WOV p.39)
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COMMUNION (WOV p.39)

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND CANTICLE (WOV p.40)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (WOV p.41)
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood
may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless
life, now and forever.
Amen.

*BLESSING (WOV p.41)
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen
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*SENDING HYMN: “God of Our Fathers” LBW (green) 567

DISMISSAL (WOV p.41)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Highland Cathedral” — Jim Hoffman, trumpet
Today’s communion elements are presented to the glory of God.

SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 9/13/2026
Gen 50: 15-21, Ps 103:[1-7] 8-13, Rom 14:1-12, Matt 18:21-35

PRAYER REQUESTS
Dottie Devlin, Edna Garver, Dolly Fletcher, Emery Lynn Grove, Tom Bailey,
Mary Rose Lawhead, Barbara Townley, Barry Keller, Susan Scheungrab,
Shirley Seitz, Donna Chandler, Keith Copenhaver, James Thompson,
Joann King, Trey Tomaschko, Lou Tomaschko, Beth Hennessey,
Suzanne Becker, Chad Smith, Tim Myers, Bonni Whitman, Sandy Fair

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Zion! We are glad you are here today. After worship, you are invited
to a time of fellowship with coffee and snacks in the social hall directly beside
the sanctuary.

Communion is offered every Sunday. Wine and apple juice are both available.
All are welcome.

Today we welcome Rev. Clifton Suehr to lead us in worship.

We Appreciate Your Donations for God's Work Our Hands Blanket Project
Each $25 makes one blanket to keep someone in our community warm this
winter. Please place your donation in an envelope marked for "GWOH",
including your name, and then place the envelope in the offering plate.

Invitation to join members of Friedensaal Lutheran Church: A sewing bee
is planned for Saturday, 9/12 beginning at 9am in the Hall of Hope (9138 White
Church Rd, Seven Valleys, PA) The group will make pillowcases for children
receiving cancer treatments. Donations of fabric are needed or a monetary gift to
purchase fabric. A 7/8 yard of 44/45” fabric is needed for the body of the
pillowcase and 1/3 yard for the cuff. They do not want red fabric due to the dye
bleeding when laundered. People (not just women!) are needed to sew, cut, pin,
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and iron. Depending on the amount to sew, help may be needed after lunch to
finish. Hope you can come! — Joanne Brady and Melissa Ruth

A sign-up sheet is at the back of the sanctuary near the bulletins to sign-up. Please
sign-up by Sunday, 9/6.

Prayer List: Please let Brenda know (office@zionglenrock.org or 717-235-
3276) when people should be added or taken off the prayer list. Thank you.

The Nursery is available for children 5 years and under. Kelley Fisher can be
contacted regarding Children’s Church at kelleyfish23@gmail.com or 410-598-
0586.

The Loose Change offering plate is available every Sunday. At the end of the
month, the total collected for that month will be sent to the chosen organization.
Our loose change collection for September will benefit Glen Rock
Emergency Medical Services.

Services are recorded and streamed live each week on Zion Lutheran
Church’s Facebook page. It is possible during the recording that people
attending the service will be filmed. If you have any concerns about being
filmed, please contact the office at 717-235-3276.

Announcements for the weekly bulletin are due to the office by early
Tuesday morning so bulletin work can be completed by the end of the day
on Tuesday. This schedule allows time for the bulletin to be sent to the presiding
pastor for the upcoming week and allows the website committee time to post the
bulletin on Zion’s website. Announcements can be emailed to Brenda at
office@zionglenrock.org.

PERSONNEL at ZION
Darryl Engler, Organist
Brenda Davis, Administrative Assistant
Kelley Fisher, Treasurer
Chad Fisher, Sexton
Donna Price, Council President............. momcat05@gmail.com or 410-746-3535
Rick Freda, Council Vice President.......rickfreda@yahoo.com or 302-864-5700

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Tom Bailey, Jeff Brown, Rick Freda, Jeff Hoffman, Gail Prego, Donna Price,
and Jen Webb
14



SUNDAY SERVANTS
Supply Pastors:
September 6: Rev. Clifton Suehr
September 13: Rev. Martin Zimmann
September 20: Rev. Peter Rustico
September 27: Rev. John Teitman
October 4: Rev. Peter Rustico
October 11: Rev. Paul Haack
October 18: Rev. Martin Zimmann
October 25: Rev. Gail Wolling
Assisting Ministers:
September 6: Butch Hengst
September 13: Diane Bortner
September 20: Donna Price
September 27: George Brown
October 4: Jeff Brown
October 11: Jeff Hoffman
October 18: Butch Hengst
October 25: Diane Bortner
Lectors:
September 6: Linda Beegle
September 13: Nate Rogers
September 20: Jen Webb
September 27: Donna Price
October 4: Kayla/Nate Rogers
October 11: Chad Fisher
October 18: Rachel Foltz
October 25: Susie Hengst
Council Offering Duty:
September — Tom Bailey and Jen Webb
October — Jeff Brown and Donna Price
Altar Care:
September — Donna Price
October — Linda Beegle
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Zion Lutheran Church
47 Hanover Street, Glen Rock, PA 17327
Office Phone: 717-235-3276
Website: www.zionglenrock.org
Email: office@zionglenrock.org
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