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*We stand as we are able. 
 

Introduction to the day 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of 

friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s 

gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 

essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep 

mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed 

that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of 

Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 

by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 



*ENTRANCE HYMN: “Praise the Lord! O Heavens”  LBW 540 vs. 1, 2 

1. Praise the Lord! O heav’ns, adore him; Praise him, angels, in the height;  

Sun and moon, rejoice before him; Praise him, gleaming stars and light.  

Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; Worlds his mighty voice obeyed;  

Laws which never shall be broken For their guidance he has made. 

2. Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; Never shall his promise fail. God has 

made his saints victorious; Sin and death shall not prevail. 

Praise the God of our salvation; Hosts on high, his pow’r proclaim;  

Heav’n and earth, and all creation, Laud and magnify his name! 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 

obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 

that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for 

they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can 

anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the 



Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 98 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge  

the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love 

the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the 

love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 

are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this 

is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the 

world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 

water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 

testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

*GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these 

things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I 

chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 

the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 

these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

CHILDREN’S TIME AND SERMON 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” LBW 316 vs. 1, 4 

1. Jesus, the very thought of you Fills us with sweet delight; 

But sweeter far your face to view And rest within your light. 

4. O Jesus, be our joy today; Help us to prize your love; 

Grant us at last to hear you say: “Come, share my home above.” 
 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: “Let the vineyards”        LBW p. 66 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with 

the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the 

prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a 

foretaste of the feast to come. 



*OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray. 

God of love, you call us beloved children. Receive our lives and the gifts we 

offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 

your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds 

among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving 

thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of 

the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill 

the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and 

sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O 

God. 



Your mercy is great. 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying 

love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your 

Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with 

those who are sick or suffering (especially). Provide for those needing homes or 

medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our 

own communities. Be with the dying. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers 

and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, 

mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and 

those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We 

remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. 

Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen 
 

*SENDING HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” LBW 315 vs. 1, 2 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, All thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love thou art;  

Visit us with thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

2. Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit Into ev’ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in thee inherit; Let us find thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 
 

POSTLUDE SOLO: “A Mother’s Prayer” by Butch Hengst 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Today’s altar flowers are presented in memory of Daryl Wilhelm, by Sandy 

Fair. 
 

SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 05/16/21 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Ps 1, 1 John 5:9-13,  John 17:6-19 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Kim, Cecilia and family, Jill Dehoff, Jim Ebaugh and family, Lind Frey, Irene 

Grogan, Nancy Heltzel, Helen Hoffman, Linda Kowalewski, Don Miller,  

Brian Phelps, Jim Ream, Susan Scheungrab, Steve Scott, Alice Simmons,  

LeMos & Susette Stallard, Earl Williams, Marian Williams 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Services are videotaped and streamed live each week. It is possible during 

recording that people attending the service will be filmed.  If you have any 

concern about being filmed, please contact the office at 717-235-3276. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Lectors: 

          May 9 - Shirley or Dave Seitz 

May 16 - Donna Price 

May 23 - Sandy Fair 

May 30 - Diane Bortner  
 

Council Offering Duty: 

 May – Joy Keller-Brown and George Brown 

June - Carrie Miller and Tom Bailey 
 

Altar Care: 

 May – Donna Price 
  

If you desire pastoral care or conversation, please contact Pastor Katie 

Brantner at 717-420-0779. 
 

PERSONNEL here at ZION 

Pastor Paul Haack, Stated Sunday Supply Pastor 

Pastor Katie Brantner, Interim Pastoral Care Coordinator...717-420-0779 

Darryl Engler, Organist 

Brenda Davis, Administrative Assistant  

Natalie Walker, Custodian  

Chad Fisher, Sexton…………………………….............................717-891-5327 

Joy Keller-Brown, Council President..............................................717-235-7044 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Joy Keller-Brown, Donna Price, Bill Ream, Tom Bailey, Susan Hengst, George 

Brown, Carrie Miller, Edgar Davis and Gevene Harden 
 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

47 Hanover Street 

Glen Rock, PA 17327 

 Office Phone: 717-235-3276 

Website: www.zionglenrock.org       

Email: office@zionglenrock.org 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB131854. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved.   


