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*We stand as we are able. 
 

Introduction to the day 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the 

mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. 

Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the 

Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded 

self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a 

community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no 

one among us is in need. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 

by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 



*ENTRANCE HYMN: “With High Delight Let Us Unite”             vs. 1, 3 

1. With high delight let us unite In songs of sweet jubilation. 

You pure in heart, each take your part, Sing Jesus Christ, 

Our salvation. To set us free forever, he Is ris’n, and 

Sends to all earth’s ends Good news to save ev’ry nation. 

      3.    Let praises ring; give thanks, and bring To Christ our Lord 

adoration. 

 His honor speed by word and deed To ev’ry land, 

 Ev’ry nation. So shall his love give us above. From misery 

 And death set free, All joy and full consolation. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 

grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 

that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 

no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 

owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 

all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 



houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at 

the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 133 

 1How good and how pleasant it is, 

  when kindred live together in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his  

robe.  

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 1:1-2:2 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 

testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 

revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 

also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may 

be complete. 

  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 

is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship 

with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 
7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we 

confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him 

a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

*GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, 

he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 

to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 

put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 

see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

CHILDREN’S TIME AND SERMON 

 
 



*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”                vs. 1, 2 

1. Awake, my heart, with gladness, See what today is done; 

Now, after gloom and sadness, Comes forth the glorious sun. 

My Savior there was laid Where our bed must be made 

When to the realms of light Our spirit wings its flight. 

2. The foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb; 

But, lo, he now is routed, His boast is turned to gloom. 

For Christ again is free; In glorious victory  

He who is strong to save Has triumphed o’er the grave. 
 

OFFFERTORY INTERLUDE 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray. 

God of love, you call us beloved children. Receive our lives and the gifts we 

offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 

your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, 

so that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power 

and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, 

refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing 

moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their 

peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the 

peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power 

of your generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your 

peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the 

light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one 

another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall 

the lives and gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in 

resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen 
 

*SENDING HYMN: “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”              vs. 1, 4 

1. Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 

Gratefully our hearts adore him As his light once more appears; 

Bowing down in joy before him, Rising up from griefs and tears. 

Refrain: 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head!  

Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 

4.    Christ is risen! Henceforth never Death or hell shall us enthrall; 

Be we Christ’s, in him forever We have triumphed over all. 

All the doubting and dejection Of our trembling hearts have ceased;  

Hail the day of resurrection! Let us rise and keep the feast. (Refrain) 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 



Today’s altar flowers are presented in honor of Alexander Prego’s birthday, by 

Grandparents, Dave & Shirley Seitz. 
 

SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 04/18/21 

Acts 3:12-19, Ps 4, 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36b-48 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Kim, Cecilia and family, Jill Dehoff, Jim Ebaugh and family, Lind Frey, Irene 

Grogan, Nancy Heltzel, Linda Kowalewski, Don Miller, Brian Phelps,  

Jim Ream, Susan Scheungrab, Steve Scott, Alice Simmons,  

LeMos & Susette Stallard, Earl Williams, Marian Williams 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Services are videotaped and streamed live each week. The focus of the 

recording is at the front of the sanctuary, but it is possible during recording that 

people attending the service will be filmed.  If you have any concern about 

being filmed, please contact the office at 717-235-3276. 
 

Sign-up sheets are now available on the table in the back of the sanctuary, 

for sponsoring communion supplies and flowers. 
 

Upcoming Lectors: 

 April 11 – Rose Miller 

 April 18 – Carrie Miller 

 April 25 – Susie Hengst 

Council Offering Duty: 

 April – Donna Price and Edgar Davis 

 May – Joy Keller-Brown and George Brown 
 

If you desire pastoral care or conversation, please contact Pastor Katie 

Brantner at 717-420-0779. 
 

PERSONNEL here at ZION 

Pastor Paul Haack, Stated Sunday Supply Pastor 

Pastor Katie Brantner, Interim Pastoral Care Coordinator...717-420-0779 

Darryl Engler, Organist 

Brenda Davis, Administrative Assistant  

Natalie Walker, Custodian  

Chad Fisher, Sexton…………………………….............................717-891-5327 

Joy Keller-Brown, Council President..............................................717-235-7044 
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