Zion Lutheran Church
Glen Rock, PA

Fourth Sunday in Lent
LBW Holy Communion Setting Two
Sunday, March 30, 2025
*We stand as we are able.

Introduction to the day

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are
forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the
righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom
the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy
is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are
forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (LBW p. 77)
In the name of the Father, and of the #+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen

*ENTRANCE HYMN: “The Glory of These Forty Days” WOQV (blue) 657

*APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 78)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE (LBW p. 78)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

*HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW p. 79)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 82)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of all mercy, by your power to heal and to forgive, graciously cleanse us
from all sin and make us strong; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

ANTHEM: “Cross of Jesus”

FIRST LESSON: Joshua 5:9-12
°The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
“While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. ** On the day
3



after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened
cakes and parched grain. ** The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of
the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of
Canaan that year.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 32
! Happy are they whose transgressions ! are forgiven,

and whose sin is | put away!

?Happy are they to whom the LORD im- ! putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there !'is no guile!

*While I held my tongue, my bones with- ! ered away,
because of my groaning ! all day long.

“For your hand was heavy upon me ! day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.

° Then I acknowledged my ! sin to you,
and did not con- | ceal my guilt.

°1 said, “I will confess my transgressions ! to the LORD.”
Then you forgave me the guilt ! of my sin.

" Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in ! time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they ! shall not reach them.

®You are my hiding-place; you preserve  me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts ! of deliverance.

°“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you ! with my eye.

“Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near

you.”

I Great are the tribulations | of the wicked:;
but mercy embraces those who trust ! in the LORD.

2 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice ! in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are ! true of heart.



SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

®From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. *’ So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything has become new! ** All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; *° that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. ° So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?* For
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (LBW p. 83)
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*GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
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(C] Glo - ry to you, (0] Lord.

!Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.]
> And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

S0 he told them this parable: *** “There was a man who had two sons. * The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. ** A few days later
the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there
he squandered his property in dissolute living. ** When he had spent everything,
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a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need.
®So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. *° He would gladly have filled himself with
the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. *’ But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! **1 will get up and go to my
father, and | will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; *°T am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hired hands.”” ?’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms
around him and kissed him. ** Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
°? But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. ** And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; ?* for this son of mine was dead and
is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.
> “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. ?° He called one of the slaves and asked what
was going on. *' He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” * Then he became
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him.
*But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working
like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you have
never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.
““But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” ** Then the father said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. ** But we had to celebrate
and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.””
The Gospel of the Lord.
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SERMON (LBW p. 83)

*HYMN OF THE DAY:: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” WOV (blue) 734
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(Those becoming members come to the front altar.)

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS:
AM: Nate and Kayla Rogers have come to us from St. Luke Lutheran Church
in Ithaca, New York, and desire to make public affirmation of their Baptism.

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

P: In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the
mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the
word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God
in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of
Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Sister and brother in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your
baptism among God’s people in this place?

Nate and Kayla: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

P: People of God,

do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

(Those being welcomed face the assembly.)
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P: Let us welcome this sister and brother in Christ to this community of faith.
C: We rejoice with you in the life of Baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

P: We give you thanks for our new members whom you have drawn to yourself
by the love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of
faith. Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers, and in service to others.

Amen.

(New members may return to their seats.)

*THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you
reconcile us to yourself, guide us also in your way of reconciliation, that through
confession and forgiveness, repentance and reparations, your church may bear
witness to your love. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of
drought and sunshine to places of flooding, that the produce of the land may again
support life. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family.
Give leaders the courage to put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives
and time, and to work for the well-being of all. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion
(especially). Embrace all who are far from home or estranged from loved ones,
and all who live with regret. Embolden your people to offer and to seek
forgiveness. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are excluded.
Bless the work of disability ministries, ministries by and with neurodivergent



people, and multicultural and ethnic-specific ministries; that the welcome of
Jesus be extended to all. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died. We thank you for
their lives and entrust them into your keeping, where true reconciliation and
eternal peace are found. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.

*PEACE (LBW p. 86)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: (LBW p. 87)
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in the midst of you, O Je-ru - sa - lem

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 87)
Let us pray.
Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and
dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for
the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE (LBW p. 88)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE (LBW p. 88)
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew
our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the
children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 90)

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,

that all those who believe in him should not perish,

but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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*LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 91)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*COMMUNION HYMN (LBW p. 92)
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COMMUNION (LBW p. 92)
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN: “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” WOV (blue) 706

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND CANTICLE (LBW p. 92)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (LBW p. 94)

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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*BLESSING (LBW p. 94)
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “My Song Is Love Unknown” WOV (blue) 661 (1-4)

*DISMISSAL (LBW p. 95)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Today’s communion elements are presented to the Glory of God, by Butch and
Susie Hengst.

SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 4/6/2025
Isa 43:16-21, Ps 126, Phil 3:4b-14, John 12:1-8

PRAYER REQUESTS
Mary Louise Warns, Chad Smith, Rebecca Myers, Brian Phelps,
Geraldine Ambrosius, Glenn and Linda Engler, Marian Williams,
Tim Myers, Bonni Whitman, Jon Stiffler, Shirley Seitz, Sandy Fair,
Diane Moul, LeMos Stallard

Welcome to Zion! We are glad you are here today. After worship, you are invited
to a time of fellowship with coffee and snhacks in the social hall directly beside
the sanctuary.

Communion is offered every Sunday. Wine and apple juice are both available.
All are welcome.

Today we welcome Rev. Angela Zimmann to lead us in worship.
Orders for Easter flowers are due today.

As we continue through the Lenten season, there is now a self-guided
Stations of the Cross around the church building. This series of pictures and
bible passages depict key moments in Jesus’ journey to the cross. The journey
begins at the corner of Hanover Street and Water Street where you can either use
a paper printout or follow along on your cell phone using the QR code provided.
There is also a kid friendly printout available too.
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There will be food and snacks available for purchase at the Trivia Time
fundraiser. If you are willing to donate a dessert that can be portioned out for
sale, please let Brenda Davis know what you will be donating.

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events:

>

>

>

>

Mid-week Community Lenten Service, Wednesday, 4/2 at 7pm at Zion
Lutheran Church, 47 Hanover St, Glen Rock

Glen Rock Library Benefit Concert at Zion on Saturday, 4/5 at 2pm —
local musicians and choirs will be performing, a free will offering will be
collected.

Trivia Time Fundraiser at Zion on Sunday, 4/6 from 4-6pm- will benefit
local food pantries, teams of up to six people welcome, $5/person or 5 food
items/person entrance fee, food, drinks and snacks will be available for
additional purchase, if you would like to volunteer to help in the kitchen or
make a dessert for the event see Brenda Davis

Mid-week Community Lenten Service, Wednesday, 4/9 at 7pm at Christ
Lutheran Church, 105 S Main St, Shrewsbury

Palm Sunday service at Zion on 4/13 at 9am

April 17, 2025, Maundy Thursday meal in Zion’s social hall from 5:30-
6:30pm — ham and green beans, sides and desserts

April 17, 2025 Maundy Thursday service at Zion at 7pm

Good Friday — self guided Stations of the Cross around Zion’s church
building — all day

Easter Egg Hunt for all ages on Saturday, 4/19 at 10:30am, event will be
held at Friedensaal Lutheran Church. This is a joint venture between
Zion, Friedensaal, and Christ Loganville

April 20, 2025 at 6:45am, Easter Sunrise Service at Immanuel UMC
cemetery, near 306 Church St, Glen Rock

April 20, 2025, 9am, Easter Service at Zion

Services are recorded and streamed live each week on Zion Lutheran
Church’s Facebook page. It is possible during the recording that people
attending the service will be filmed. If you have any concerns about being
filmed, please contact the office at 717-235-3276.

The Loose Change offering plate is available every Sunday. At the end of the
month, the total collected for that month will be sent to the chosen organization.
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Our loose change collection for March will benefit the Arthur Hufnagel Glen
Rock Public Library. The library has been closed for over a year due to repairs
needed to the building. To date, $100,000 of the $140,000 goal set has been raised
through donations and fundraisers.

Announcements for the weekly bulletin are due to the office by early
Tuesday morning so bulletin work can be completed by the end of the day
on Tuesday. Announcements can be emailed to Brenda at
office@zionglenrock.org.

SUNDAY SERVANTS

Assisting Ministers:

Mar 30: George Brown

Apr 6: Joy Keller-Brown

Apr 13: Pam Hoffman

Apr 20: Diane Bortner

Apr 27: Donna Price
Lectors:

Mar 30: Jen Webb

Apr 6: Kelley Fisher

Apr 13: Nola Webb

Apr 17: Donna Price

Apr 20: Chad Fisher

Apr 27: Susie Hengst
Council Offering Duty:

March — Jen Webb and Edgar Davis

April — Pam Hoffman and Jeff Brown
Altar Care:

March — Pam Hoffman

April — Diane Bortner

. Zion Lutheran Church
[=]iczi®] 47 Hanover Street, Glen Rock, PA 17327
- Office Phone: 717-235-3276
E Website: www.zionglenrock.org

Email: office@zionglenrock.org
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