Zion Lutheran Church
Glen Rock, PA
Second Sunday of Christmas
LBW Holy Communion Setting One
Sunday, January 5, 2025

*We stand as we are able.

Introduction to the day

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at
Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us
in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread
and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace
and truth.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (LBW p. 56)
In the name of the Father, and of the #+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen

*ENTRANCE HYMN: “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” LBW (green) 75

*APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 57)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (LBW p. 57)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

*HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW p. 58)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa- ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 62)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became
flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 31:7-14
"Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
®See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
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among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
°With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
U Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
' For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
'? They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
*Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
“T will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 147:13-21

* Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem;
praise your ! God, O Zion;

““for he has strengthened the bars ! of your gates;
he has blessed your chil- ! dren within you.
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!> He has established peace | on your borders;
he satisfies you with the ! finest wheat.
5 He sends out his command ! to the earth,
and his word runs ! very swiftly.
" He gives ! snow like wool;
he scatters hoar- ! frost like ashes.
® He scatters his ! hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- ! gainst his cold?
9 He sends forth his ! word and melts them;
he blows with his wind, and the | waters flow.
Y He declares his ! word to Jacob,
his statutes and his judg- | ments to Israel.
? He has not done so to any | other nation;
to them he has not revealed his judgments. | Hallelujah!

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 1:3-14

°Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us
in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him
in love. *He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, ® to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ' In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
® that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ° he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
'as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. ** In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, * so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
might live for the praise of his glory. ** In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; *“ this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (LBW p. 62)
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GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
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[* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. ?He was in the beginning with God. * All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
“in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ® He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. ** He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. ‘> But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, ** who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

* And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. ** (John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.” ) *° From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. '’ The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. **No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.



The Gospel of the Lord.
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SERMON (LBW p. 83)
*HYMN OF THE DAY:: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” LBW (green) 42

*APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 65)
With the whole church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (LBW p. 65)
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
earth, and all people.

A brief silence.



O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and bread, show us
again and again your grace upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your
love. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in creation. In seedlings and planets, microorganisms and
galaxies, awaken us to the cry of the earth. As you nourish your people like a
watered garden, empower us to nourish our creaturely companions. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth. Deliver
peoples who suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart the foolish plans of unjust
leaders. Give wisdom to our elected officials. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your image in our
siblings in Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, depression, anxiety,
hopelessness, or other illness (especially). Grant us compassion in our care for
your people. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this congregation
and its ministries in our witness to the good news of the incarnation. Transform
the way we have always done things into your new future for us. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks for those
who set their hope on you, trusting the inheritance we receive in you. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to
all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*PEACE (LBW p. 66)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING



*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: (LBW p. 66)
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 67)
Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE (LBW p. 68)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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*PREFACE (LBW p. 68)

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the
wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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*THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 70)

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 71)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*COMMUNION HYMN (LBW p. 72)
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COMMUNION (LBW p. 72)
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: “As with Gladness Men of Old”  LBW (green) 82

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND CANTICLE (LBW p. 72)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (LBW p.74)

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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*BLESSING (LBW p. 74)
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace.
Amen

*SENDING HYMN: “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”
LBW (green) 84
*DISMISSAL (LBW p. 74)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Today’s communion elements are presented to the Glory of God, by Jan & Trent
Cowart.

Today’s altar flowers are presented in memory of Claude & Nelda Roser, by Evie
and Dennis Roser.

SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 1/12/2025
Isa 43:1-7, Ps 29, Acts 8:14-17, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

PRAYER REQUESTS
Glenn and Linda Engler, Marian Williams, Jan Cowart, Tim Myers,
Bonni Whitman, Marion Stephenson, Jon Stiffler, Nolan Williams,
Shirley Seitz, Sandy Fair, Diane Moul, LeMos Stallard

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Zion! We are glad you are here today. After worship, you are invited
to a time of fellowship with coffee and shacks in the social hall directly beside
the sanctuary.

Communion is offered every Sunday. Wine and apple juice are both available.
All are welcome.

Services are recorded and streamed live each week on Zion Lutheran
Church’s Facebook page. It is possible during the recording that people
attending the service will be filmed. If you have any concerns about being
filmed, please contact the office at 717-235-3276.
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Today we welcome Rev. Gene Tucker to lead us in worship. Rev. Tucker and
his wife, Deb, moved to Gettysburg in October 2023, after serving St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Huntingdon, PA for eight and a half years. They were
motivated to move to the area to be closer to their two daughters and four
grandchildren, who live in the Baltimore, MD area.

OUR HEARTS ARE FULL! The Christian Education Committee is
overwhelmed by the generosity of your 2024 donations made to the ELCA Good
Gifts Project through God’s Global Barnyard. We were able to purchase 3 pigs,
3 chicks, 1 rooster, 2 honeybees, and 3 goats. Undesignated donations were used
in the “Give Where Needed Most” category. The total amount donated to this
project is $661.90, surpassing last year’s donations of $582.00. Bless you one
and all for supporting this project!

Volunteers are needed for the Wreaths Across America wreath removal on
January 11" at 1pm. Volunteers should meet at the Glen Rock Legion, 4035
Manchester St, Glen Rock.

January’s Third Thursday time of food and fellowship will be on January
16™ from 4:30-6pm. Please note the updated ending time. This month the main
entrée will be pulled pork. The sign up sheet is at the back of the sanctuary near
the bulletins.

The Loose Change offering plate is available every Sunday. At the end of the
month, the total collected for that month will be sent to the chosen organization.
Our loose change collection for January will benefit H.O.P.E. (Help for
Oncology Problems and Emotional Support) H.O.P.E. is a volunteer-driven,
non-profit organization dedicated to providing high quality, hands on and
heartfelt assistance and support to cancer patients and their families.

Announcements for the weekly bulletin are due to the office by early
Tuesday morning so bulletin work can be completed by the end of the day
on Tuesday. This schedule allows time for the bulletin to be sent to the presiding
pastor for the upcoming week and allows the website committee time to post the
bulletin on Zion’s website. Announcements can be emailed to Brenda at
office@zionglenrock.org.
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SUNDAY SERVANTS

Assisting Ministers:

Jan 5: Joy Keller-Brown

Jan 12: Pam Hoffman

Jan 19: Butch Hengst

Jan 26: Diane Bortner

Feb 2: Donna Price

Feb 9: Jeff Hoffman

Feb 16: Joy Keller-Brown

Feb 23: George Brown

Lectors:
Jan 5: Jake Gilroy
Jan 12: Linda Beegle
Jan 19: Jen Webb
Jan 26: Kelley Fisher
Feb 2: Susie Hengst
Feb 9: Diane Bortner
Feb 16: George Brown
Feb 23: Pam Hoffman

Council Offering Duty:
January — Rick Freda and Chad Fisher
February — Tom Bailey and Donna Price
Altar Care:
January — Donna Price
February — Linda Beegle/Pam Hoffman
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COUNCIL MEMBERS
Tom Bailey, Jeff Brown, Edgar Davis, Chad Fisher, Rick Freda, Pam Hoffman,
Donna Price, and Jen Webb

PERSONNEL here at ZION
Darryl Engler, Organist
Brenda Davis, Administrative Assistant
Kelley Fisher, Treasurer
Allison Fisher, Custodian
Chad Fisher, Sexton
Chad Fisher, Council President................ ckoash6@gmail.com or 717-891-5327
Rick Freda, Council Vice President.......rickfreda@yahoo.com or 302-864-5700

Zion Lutheran Church
47 Hanover Street, Glen Rock, PA 17327
Office Phone: 717-235-3276
Website: www.zionglenrock.org
Email: office@zionglenrock.org
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